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according to the reports made to me by the savages.
From them I have learned that, by ascending this
river for 5 or 6 Days, one reaches a fine prairie, 20
or 30 Leagues Long. This must be crossed in a
Northwesterly direction, and it terminates at another
small river,—on which one may embark, for it is
not very difficult to transport Canoes through so fine
a country as that prairie. This 2nd River Flows
toward The southwest for 10 or 15 Leagues, after
which it enters a Lake, small and deep [the source
of another deep river — substituted by Dablon], which
flows toward the West, where it falls into The sea.®
I have hardly any doubt that it is The vermillion
sea, and I do not despair of discovering It some day,
if God grant me the grace and The health to do so,
in order that I may preach The Gospel to all The
peoples of this new world who have so Long
Groveled in the darkness of infidelity.

Let us resume our Route, after Escaping As best
We could from the dangerous rapid Caused by The
obstruction which I have mentioned.

SECTION 8TH. OF THE NEW COUNTRIES DISCOVERED
BY THE FATHER. VARIOUS PARTICULARS. MEET-
ING WITH SOME SAVAGES. FIRST NEWS OF THE
SEA AND OF EUROPEANS. GREAT DANGER
AVOIDED BY MEANS OF THE CALUMET.

FTER proceeding about 20 Leagues straight to the
south, and a little less to the southeast, we
found ourselves at a river called ouaboukigou, The
mouth of which is at the 36th degree of latitude.
Before reaching it, we passed by a Place that is
dreaded by the Savages, because they believe that a
manitou is there,—that is to say, a demon,—that



